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The Fine Art of Graphic Design , the first exhibition of its kind to 
be shown at The Cleveland Museum of Art, illustrates the work of artists who 
specialize in designing visual communications, using type and image to catch 
the eye and convey a message. The exhibition, on view from April 9 through 
May 26, 1985, Includes examples of typography and book design, book and magazine 
illustrations, cartoons and comic strips, posters, advertisements, logos, pro- 
motional pieces, and a recent example of computer-generated graphics. 

Among a number of historic works in the show are a page from the Gutenberg 
Bible (about 1450-55) ; an Art Nouveau style book designed in 1896 by Will 
Bradley, one of America's earliest and most innovative graphic designers; the 
first (1923) exhibition catalogue for the Bauhaus school of design; and Joseph 
Leyendecker ' s 1917 advertisement for Arrow shirts, which like more recent 
Marlboro ads, invented an image of the ideal American male. 

Noteworthy examples of current American graphic design include Ben Stahl's 
1982 cover for a Signet paperback romance; a manual of design standards for 
Texaco; April Greiman's poster for a 1983 International design conference, 
which achieves its full effect when viewed through 3-D glasses; and frames 
from Roger Bollen's comic strip, "Animal Crackers." 


(more) 



2 — the fine art of graphic design 


Sara Jane Pearman, the Museum's slide librarian and organizer of the 
exhibition, has let the availability of outstanding design samples dictate the 
content of the show. About one-quarter of the fifty-two objects come from 
the Museum collection, with everything else borrowed from private and public 
collections, notably The Cleveland Public Library and The Ohio State University 
Library for Communication and Graphic Arts. Dr. Pearman, whose doctoral thesis 
was on the imagery and symbolism of medieval art, teaches the history of graphic 
design at The University of Akron and at Kent State University. 

A free brochure accompanies the exhibition. A slide-tape on graphic 
design, prepared by Dr. Pearman, will be shown in the Museum's audio-visual 
center during the exhibition. 

From September 8 through November 3, 1985, The Fine Art of Graphic Design 
will be exhibited at The Beck Center, 17801 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio. 
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For additional information, photographs, or color slides, please contact the 
Public Information Department, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



